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to understand the arrangements and know the
watch-words. That very night he went out of
the fort and spoke to the Mahrattas and arranged
that he would open the gates the next night and
they could enter. He made it clear, however,
that they should take Ramarasa prisoner and not
kill him and should make Kasturi chieftain.

Ramarasa walked his round of the fort the next
night as usual and, wondering what happened to
the messenger sent to Mysore and looking with
disappointment on the half-hearted replies that
had been received from his neighbours, went to
bed in anxiety as to how he was going to get over
the crisis on this occasion. Would he have to
acknowledge the Mahrattas as masters ? The
people of the town had gone to bed somewhat
late. How long would the enemy camp in front
of the fort in this way ? Unable to go out and come
in, they found that each day was feeling like a
year. Kasturi had arranged that day for his men
to keep guard near the fort gate. In the middle of
the night, when the town was still, he opened the
gate and let the enemy in, They entered with-
out noise and moved into the important places
indicated by Kasturi and occupied them quietly.
When this was over some number stood in front
of the palace and raised a shout of triumph.